From 19 to 21 June 2017 the joint meeting of the European Society of Chlamydia, Coxiella, Anaplasma and Rickettsia (ESCCAR) and the American Society of Rickettsiology (ASR) was held in the Institut Hospitalo-Universitaire Méditerranée-Infection, Marseille, France. This congress marked the 50th anniversary of international rickettsiology meetings. The adventure began with a first meeting in Slovakia in 1967, and the rhythm of meetings progressively increased to its current pace of one congress every 3 years. The 2017 meeting gathered together more than 250 participants from 33 countries and five continents. There were a total of 107 oral presentations, including 13 invited talks on Chlamydia or Chlamydia-related bacteria, 11 invited talks on Rickettsia, 22 invited talks on other intracellular bacteria and 61 oral and 102 poster presentations selected from proposed abstracts.
In the Virtual Special Issue currently online (https://www. sciencedirect.com/journal/new-microbes-and-new-infections/ special-issue/10NVKX1CL02), some of the participants describe their latest findings, which they presented during the meeting. These studies reflect the scientific and geographic diversity as well as the dynamism of ESCCAR members. We welcome all scientists interested in the topics covered by the ESCCAR and ASR to join us in the next meeting, which will be held in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 2020.
